[Prescribing patterns of rofecoxib in the primary care setting: results of a French survey].
To assess the prescribing patterns of rofecoxib, a selective cyclo-oxygenase-2 inhibitor or coxib relative to those of conventional non steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) in the primary care setting in France. A representative sample of 1010 French general practitioners participated in the study. They recorded the demographic, medical and pharmaceutical characteristics of all patients for whom they prescribed an NSAID between July 1, 2001 and June 30, 2002. The prescribing patterns of rofecoxib were similar for both available dosages (12.5 and 25 mg). The proportion of patients aged 65 years and older was significantly higher among those receiving rofecoxib (48%) than among those receiving a traditional NSAID (37.3%). A history of peptic ulcer or gastrointestinal bleeding was more frequent in the former (4.8%) than in the latter (2.1%). Low dose aspirin and antihypertensive agents were being taken in 6.1% and 34.8%, respectively, of the patients in the rofecoxib group versus 2.3% and 15.6%, respectively, in the conventional NSAID group. Concurrent use of a proton pump inhibitor (PPI) was marginally less frequent in the rofecoxib group (16.9%) than in the conventional NSAID group (18.6%). However, a significantly higher proportion of patients were given a PPI prior to rofecoxib therapy (10.4%) than prior to conventional NSAID therapy (3.7%). Our findings show that French general practitioners are more likely to prescribe rofecoxib for patients who have risk factors of NSAID gastropathy.